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| NT. NEWSROOM - DAY

An ANCHOR (45) and a CO ANCHOR (40) on a cabl e news channe
debate the 2028 election for President of the United States.

ANCHOR
Can you think of anyone |ess qualified
than Al an George? | nean, this guy has
never held office before. He's a
nobody from California whose only
experience in | eadership cones from
runni ng a basic | aw practice.

CO- ANCHOR
Why Janeson woul d be | eaning toward
CGeorge for his V.P. is just baffling.

ANCHOR
It nust be a fluke of the open
application process -- a first in the
21st century -- this is just not how

t hi ngs are done.

CO- ANCHOR
And with the inpending conflict with
Russia only escal ating, we need
| eaders now who are qualified and have
been through the ringer already. |
can't inmagi ne Putin being very
intimdated by fresh neat |ike Al an
Geor ge.

ANCHOR
Only time will tell. To everyone just
joining us, you're watching CNN s live
coverage of what Presidentia
candidate Tito Janmeson has called "the
fairest selection process in the
land.” Al so described by critics as a
reality show in which the wi nner runs
for Vice President, and a clear
i ndication of just how far politics in
this country have fallen. Sources say
t he | eading applicant is Al an CGeorge,
an unknown from California.

The Anchor shakes his head, clearly disgusted with the
process.



| NT. CONFERENCE ROOM - DAY

ALAN CGEORGE (40), a tall African-American man with a precise
and cal cul ati ng deneanor, nmeets with TI TO JAMESON (55), aged
handsonely, looking like the all Anerican silver fox, for a

final interview before an official decision and announcenent.

JAVESON
Did you know I read over 200
applications over this process?

ALAN
No, sir. | was unaware.
Jameson | aughs.
JAVESON

Call nme Tito, Alan. There's a good
chance we're going to be working
t oget her very cl osely soon.

ALAN
| understand, sir- | apologize... Sir.
| just have a great deal of respect
and admration for you. I want to

address you formally because you
deserve it.

Jameson i s honored. A beat.

JAMESON
You're not |ike any of the other
applicants. You're not |ike anyone
|'ve ever worked with either. Your
application really spoke to ne.

ALA
Thank you, sir.

JAMESON
It's nmy hope that we can formally
announce our partnership by the end of
t he week, but | do have one final
guestion: you indicated in the
application that you had a ngjor
"ask," but you didn't say what it was.
Before | say that |I'mconfident | can
deliver it, what is the ask?

ALAN
It's going to sound crazy, but it's



A beat .

Janeson i

critically inportant to ne.

JAVESON
Go ahead.

ALAN
| went to | aw school because it's what
| thought | wanted to do. But | was
wrong for so many reasons. If | could
do it over again, | would serve our
great nation in the mlitary.

JAVESON
| don't understand.

ALAN
Am | too old for flight school ?

JAVESON
|"'mlost. Still.

ALAN
My requirenment for running as your
Vice President is that | get to do
what | have al ways wanted to do: join
one of the services and actually
contribute to the defense of our
country. | had in mnd the Air Force
because | want to fly an F-15.

s dunbstruck.

JAMESON
Do you have any idea what |I'mgoing to
have to do to make that happen? |
don't even know where to begin!

ALAN
Yes. Congressional approval and ny own
line itemin the budget.

JAVESON
Are you serious, George? Aline item
is the | east of our concerns. As Vice
Presi dent you woul d be serving the
nation, | can't have ny nunber two out
there putting his life on the |ine.



ALAN
| f our |eaders took on nore
accountability and actually served
like they've sworn an oath to do
instead of ruling |Iike nedieval kings,
then |I believe many of our nation's,
and the world's, problens could be put

to rest.
JAMESON
Jesus, you are serious about this.
ALAN
Deadl y so.
(beat)
But if you'd rather | speak in
political terns, | also believe this

gesture could be the edge you need to
win this election.

Janeson i S curi ous now.

JAVESON
Go on.

ALAN
Thi s woul d make nme nore rel atabl e,
nore accessi ble. You had a reason for
hol di ng an open call to select your VP
candi date. You wanted fairness and to
gi ve equal opportunity so you m ght
find authenticity in a candi date
i nstead of nore conniving and
deceitful politicians. You wanted
soneone who knew t he people they would
be serving. Now take it one step
further and show the people that your
candidate is not only one of them but
will continue to serve al ongside them
No matter what.

Janmeson is stunned. He stares dead-pan at Al an.

Alan is enotionless. He stares right back.

JAMESON

How do you expect ne to pull this off?
ALAN

| don't know, sir. | amfine with al

of your conditions, so this is my only



ul ti matum

JAMESON
You're saying it's a deal -breaker.
What do | get out of it? Having ny
nunber two flying around in an F-15
i nstead of being by ny side was not
what | had in mnd with all this.

ALAN
You get a dedicated, selfless V.P. who
wants to serve our country,
congressional interest, and probably
your only chance at getting enough
broad public appeal to win. So this is
an opportunity, not a problem

Janmeson starts to realize the gift he's being given. A wy
smle crosses his face.

JAMESON
Al'l the opportunities in the world and
you want to put your life on the |line.
They don't nake "em|ike you anynore.

ALAN
Thank you, sir.

JAMESON
Vell Alan, let's look intoit. | hope
you' |l understand that | can't make an

official selection for Vice President
until we determ ne whether this is

possi bl e.

ALAN
| totally understand. If it's not
possible, I'"msure one of the
al ternates woul d make an excel | ent
choice for your ticket, and I will be
rooting for you in 2028 no matter
what .

Jameson just | aughs.
EXT. SKY OVER THE ENGLI SH CHANNEL - DAY
SUPER. TWD YEARS LATER

Two F-15EX fighter jets enter frame. The |ead fighter is
painted in red, white, and blue Air Force One-type |ivery and



has "V.P. Alan 'JUDGE GCeorge" stenciled under the canopy.
The pilot is not identifiable in his oxygen mask or visor,
until he thunbs the radio to talk to his w ngman, COBRA (30).

ALAN
(V.Q)
Angels fifteen, left three-zero.

COBRA
(V.Q)
Roger. Two bandits inbound, two
m nut es.

ALAN
(v.Q)
Roger .

The pilots flip a few swtches and performtheir final checks
before the intercept.

I NT. F-15EX COCKPIT - DAY

The canmera goes into Alan's cockpit and shows icons on his
screen representing two Su-27 fighters. The icons get closer.

ALAN
|"mgoing to take 'em down the |eft
si de.

From Al an's point of view, the eneny fighters rapidly
approach and cross the left side of his view He quickly
turns left and goes after them An aerial dogfight ensues.

ALAN
|'mtoo close for mssiles; |I'm
switching to guns.

He stays on the first bandit through several maneuvers, each
punctuated by the ripping sound of jet engines through the
rushing air.

The green-hued sight on Alan's head-up display (HUD) shows
that he could gun the bandit at any nonent, except that the
weapon is on "safe" ("XXXXX" appears on the HUD instead of
"M61l 20MW').

Finally, the Russian pilot has enough of the dogfight and
goes straight and level, with Al an behind him Al an

accel erates and noves side by side with the Su-27. The
Russian pilot turns to | ook at Al an.



ALAN
(into radio)
Attention Russian fighters! This is
the Vice President of the United
States. You are instructed to | and,
| and i mmedi at el y!

The Russian pilot turns back to | ook ahead and ignores Al an.
Al an drops back behind the jet and radi os his w ngnan.

ALAN
(into radio)
Hey, where you at? This guy isn't

buggi ng out.
Si | ence.
ALAN
(into radio)
Cobra? Where are you?
Si | ence.

ALAN
(into radio)
Cobra? Cone in, Cobra.

Silence. Alan |ooks around and finally notices a cloud of
snoke and a parachute a few mles away.

ALAN
Oh shit.

The first Su-27 suddenly turns sharply away.

VO CE ON RADI O
(0 S.)
Judge, this is Strike. Return to base
i mredi ately.

ALAN
(into radio)
What's going on? |I've |ost Cobra and |
have two bandits left.

VO CE ON RADI O
(G S.)
Return to base i medi ately, Judge.
Angels thirty, zone five.

Al an hesitates for a second, with this instruction not nmaking



sense.

ALAN
(into radio)
Roger. Angels thirty. Judge is buggi ng
out zone five.

As the two Su-27's regroup and start to pursue Alan, he hits
t he maxi mum afterburner setting and slips away at 30, 000 feet
and 1,650 m|es per hour. The Su-27's gradually fall behind,

and then turn away.

EXT. ROYAL Al R FORCE BASE LAKENHEATH - DAY

Al an approaches the base for what seens |like a routine
| andi ng.

ALAN
Air Force Two to Lakenheath tower,
requesting permssion to | and.

LAKENHEATH TOWNER
(G S.)
Be advised: Air Force Two is now Air
Force One. Air Force One, cleared to
land runway two |eft.

ALAN
(beat)
Roger .

Al an nervously lands his jet on this U S.-adm ni stered base
in the U K SAMANTHA (37), a frantic woman with cherry red
hair stands in a cheap pant suit with a group of officers
tensely waiting for him He parks the jet in his usual spot
and opens the canopy.

ALAN
Sam Wat's goi ng on?

She rushes over.

SAM
- I"'msorry sir, | don't know.

ALAN
You're ny chief of staff, how do you
not know?

SAM

VWhatever it is, it's above ny pay



grade, sir.

Finally, JEROVE (50) a war-hardened col onel, marches over to
talk to him

JERQVE
M. President.

ALAN
Vi ce President.

JEROVE
Not anynore, sir.

A wave of horror crosses Alan's face.

ALAN
No. .

-- There's a quick flashback--
It's Alan driving down a freeway in a red convertible.
A boom ng et hereal voice echoes around him
ETHEREAL VA CE

Allan. You will be President of the

United States.
Alan in the car |ooks around, terrified.
BOOM Li ke the clap of thunder.
-- We're back --

Al an facing the colonel wears the sane terrified expression.

JERQOVE
Come with nme, sir.

Al an's face changes to share a sad ook with Sam She is in
total shock

Al an, the Colonel, and several officers walk to a briefing
bui | di ng. Sam snaps back to reality and chases after them

| NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM - DAY

An Anmerican CHAPLAIN (55) wearing a uniformis waiting for
themwith a bible, as well as an Anerican JUDGE (60) wearing
a business suit.



10.

COLONEL
Your honor ?

JUDGE
(to Al an)
Sir. Raise your right hand and read
the oath on this card al oud.

The judge hands Al an an index card with the oath of office
witten onit. Alan raises his right hand.

ALAN
|, Alan Andrew George, do solemmly
swear that I wll faithfully execute
the office of President of the United
States, and will to the best of ny
ability preserve, protect, and defend
the Constitution of the United States.

JUDGE
Congratul ati ons, M. President. Good
| uck to you.

A phot ogr apher snaps photos. The judge shakes Al an's hand and
wal ks out, |leaving Alan alone with the officers.

ALAN
VWhat the hell is this?

CCOLONEL
Sir, we |ost President Janeson. He was
in L.A and an expl osion destroyed his
limp. It's being investigated. You're
the President now. The Secretary of
Defense is standing by to brief you.

ALAN
(weakl y)
What happened to ny wi ngnan? | | ost
her in a plume of snoke over the
Channel .

COLONEL
Cobra was recovered by the RAF after
bei ng shot down.

After a few technical glitches, the SECRETARY OF DEFENSE (55)
appears on a video screen in the briefing room



SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

(GS)
M. President, it appears the Russians
| aunched a "decapitation strike"
agai nst us. They tried to take out
bot h Janeson and you at the sane tine,
but they only managed to get Janeson--
wi th a submarine-launched cruise
m ssil e.

ALAN
Wiy woul d they do that? That's crazy.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
W're still trying to piece it al
together, sir. Although that's all the
information | have for you at this
time, | respectfully request that you
make a decision on what to do next. W
are at DEFCON 3 at the nonent.

ALAN
| need to address the nation. Activate
the energency alert system

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Sir, that is a civilian program and
woul d need to go through FEMA i nstead
of DoD

Alan is enbarrassed. He's unsure if he's ready for this
sudden new posi tion.

ALAN
Ch, right.

SAM
['ll handle it, sir.

Al an nods approval to her.
She rushes off.

ALAN
Meanwhil e, let's keep the situation as
stable as we can and watch the
Russi ans' defense activity.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Yes, sSir.

11.



12.

The Secretary of Defense hits the "end call"™ button on his
end of the link. The screen goes bl ank. Al an pauses for a
nonment .

For the first tinme since hearing the news, Alan lets out a
br eat h.

ETHEREAL VO CE
l[t's time, Alan.

Al an tenses and his eyes dart up at the sound of the echoing
voi ce.

He tries to maintain his conmposure.
Then bolts up and out of the room
| NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Al an types a brief speech on a conputer. The words appear on
the screen at a superhuman | evel of speed.

COLONEL
Do you need anything, sir?

ALAN
Not at this tinme, thank you

He continues typing. Wien ready, Al an signals to the Col onel,
who is behind a TV canera.

CCOLONEL
M. President, you're live to the
nation in five, four, three..

He signals "tw" and "one," then points to Alan. A red |ight
goes on, and the text Al an was typing scrolls up the
Tel ePronpt er.

ALAN

Good evening. This is President Alan
CGeorge live to you from RAF
Lakenheath, a base in the United
Ki ngdom

(beat)
Earlier today, a foreign power
attacked our country and killed the
President of the United States, Tito
Janmeson. They tried to kill ne as
well. | have just taken the oath of
of fice as your President and initiated



13.

t he defense of our nation fromthis
t hr eat .

EXT. TIMES SQUARE - DAY

Al an is being broadcast fromevery screen. People stop in
shock and react to the President's news.

ALAN (O S.)
We have assessed with 99% confi dence
that the Russian Federation was behi nd
this attack.

I NT. FAMLY HOMVE - DAY

Two PARENTS sit on the couch with their eyes glued to Alan's
announcenent. A little GRL sitting on the floor | ooks back
at them The father holds his wife tight and | ooks at the
girl wth concern

ALAN (O S.)
Putin's insatiable thirst for power
and utter disregard for human rights
has had us butting heads with their
expandi ng federation since they began
occupation of Finland in an attenpt to
extort their sustainable climte
capabilities.

| NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM - NI GHT

ALAN
But with this, he has gone nmuch, nuch
too far. Accordingly, | am hereby

invoking Article Five of the North
Atlantic Treaty and calling for our
NATO allies to support appropriate
action in order to rectify this
sensel ess attack.

I NT. BAR - DAY

A crowd of concerned Americans are fixated on the screens
whi ch previously held their favorite sports gane.

A MSFIT MAN (32) doesn't wear any sports gear, but instead
| ooks rather smart, finishes his drink, eyes glued to the
presidential address, and quickly exits the bar.

ALAN (Q S.)
We are still evaluating options and



wi || update the public at the earliest
possi bl e opportunity, but I wish to
assure the Anerican people, this wll
not be forgotten.

| NT. BRI EFI NG ROOM - NI GHT
ALAN
Long ago, | pledged to fight anmongst
you shoul d the need ever arise. Know
that that prom se stands true. Know

that | amnot only at your head, but
by your side as well. Thank you.

The red |ight goes off as the broadcast ends.
EXT. PARLI AMENT - DAY

Al an, now wearing a suit, approaches Parliament in his

14.

nmotorcade. This is the nother of all notorcades, with U K

Arny troops and arnored personnel carriers escorting

President George to Parlianent. Al an steps out of his lino

and enters the buil ding.
| NT. PARLI AMENT - DAY
KING WLLI AM (42) greets Alan as he cones in

The PRIME M NI STER (50) presides over a session of
Par | ianment. The SERGEANT- AT- ARMS (50) announces Alan to
Par | i ament .

SERGEANT- AT- ARMS
M. Prine Mnister, the President of
the United States of Anerical

A silent hall of skeptical faces stare back at the new
Pr esi dent .

PRI ME M NI STER
Hi s Maj esty's governnent wel cones the
President of the United States.

Al an approaches the podi um

ALAN
Thank you, M. Prinme Mnister. Menbers
of Parliament, | am here upon the

invitation of the king. Having invoked
Article Five of the North Atlantic
Treaty, | amrespectfully calling upon



15.

the United Kingdom for support as our
| ongest allies.

(beat)
This support may take many forns,
rangi ng fromlogistical and
intelligence sharing to a nore broad
portion of the spectrum of conflict.
At this time, it appears that...regine
change in Russia is the |ogical
choi ce.

There are audi ble gasps in the audience. King WIlliamnods in
agreenent .

ALAN

In any case, we are exploring the
options available to us, and rest
assured: the UK will be fully
infornmed every step of the way.

(beat)
| understand there have been doubters
of ny claimto the Vice Presidency
since the beginning. | don't expect
t hat has changed now that | have
assunmed the position of President. One
of the problens in any war is a | ack
of buy-in fromthe politica
| eadership. W aren't going to have
that problemthis tine. | think that
if the President wants to have a war,
he shoul d have to risk his own life.
So | amletting everyone know now |
am going to personally fight in this
war because that's what | believe in.

There are even nore gasps in the audi ence.

The speech continues, indistinct.

EXT. LONDON GATW CK Al RPORT - DAY

The regular Air Force One jet sits on the tarmac, with
security personnel around it. Al an's notorcade approaches,
and Al an eventually gets out and boards the plane. The pl ane
t akes of f.

EXT. SKY OVER THE ATLANTI C - DAY

The flight back to the U S. is uneventful, but there are

several groups of fighters escorting the plane each step of
t he way.



16.

I NT. AIR FORCE ONE - DAY

The president sits in his airborne office pouring over
docunent s.

One STAFFER after another conmes to interrupt himand ask
guestions or opinions.

After the last staffer | eaves, Samsits across from him

ALAN
| didn't see you at the parlianentary
addr ess.

SAM

Oh | was there. There's a lot to catch
up on. They do not nake this easy.

ALAN
None of this is easy.
SAM
Sorry... That was insensitive. Dam
it. You're right. I'mjust nervous.
ALAN

It's ok. Where are we on the VP picks?

SAM
Un A few good candi dates. We're
vetting them now.

Al an nods.
SAM
Sir?
ALAN
Yes?
SAM

How are you feeling?

Al an | ooks at her, confused.

SAM ( CONTD)
VWell, | can only inmagine everything
you're going through. It nust be a

| ot .

He thi nks over this for another m nute.



17.

ALAN
There's no place for feelings in duty.
| have been called into action, and
now all | can do is respond.

Sam | ooks |i ke she disagrees, but keeps quiet.
| NT. OVAL OFFI CE - NI GHT

Boxes of the late Tito Janmeson's personal effects sit next to
the Resolute Desk. JULIO (27), a young, up and coner aide
with a clipboard sits in one of the side chairs next to Sam
wi th President George behind the desk, and STEVE W LSON (60),
Jameson's old chief of staff standing at the front of the
desk, | eading the neeting.

STEVE
M. President, we don't think we have
the votes in the Senate for an actual
war. Senator Newsomis the ringl eader
of the peace faction, and he's saying
he will only vote for a cyber
canpai gn, not a war.

JULI O
That guy's a jerk.
STEVE
Even so.
SAM
Isn'"t he up for re-election in '32?
STEVE
Yeah.
SAM
Any way we can sweeten the deal ?
STEVE
Absol utely not.
SAM
|"'msorry, Steve. | know it nust be

hard for you to be handing over the
chi ef of staff position under such

horrible circunstances. But | think
this could be worth exploring.

STEVE
Presi dent Janmeson fought very hard NOT



to play those kind of tit for tat
political ganmes during his tine in
office. It would be a disgrace to his
name to start now.

ALAN
| agree with Steve on this. That's not
how I'm starting nmy presidency.

JULI O
That's admrable, sir. But you have to
get real if you want this to happen

STEVE
Excuse nme? And just what woul d you
even know about the situation?

SAM
Julio's famly has a long history of
serving presidents. Al the way back
to JFK

JULI O
Yea. And you don't start on the
cl eaning staff and end up giving
advice to the president because you
know not hi ng.

ALAN
| am not going to trade politica
favors in order to acconplish the
right thing to do.

JULI O
Radi cal honesty doesn't always work,
sir.

Al an contenpl ates that adnonition for a nonent.

SAM
Alan- M. President Alan, sir. He
m ght have phrased that poorly, but
Julio is on to sonething. Radica
anyt hi ng doesn't always work. This
isn't flight school, sonetines you
have to bend the rules for the greater
good.

JULI O
And Newsomis facing bribery charges
that he woul d probably be glad to see

18.



go away with a presidential pardon

ALAN
Let's play the game our own way. Leak
to the nmedia that Senator Newsomis
willing to trade his vote on the war
resolution for a pardon on his bribery
charges, that it's basically
extortion, but that |I'm considering
going for it anyway.

STEVE
Are you sure about that, sir?

ALAN
This is as "just"” of a war as you can
get. W have to find a way to nmake it
happen.

SAM
It's a good call

JULI O
|"mrem nded of why | |ike you, M.
Pr esi dent .

STEVE
This is just as bad as actually
offering to pardon him | can't get
behind it.

ALAN
Jameson brought me in because he
needed a new way of doi ng things.
There is a greater plan in place than
pl aying political ganes. |If you can't
get behind it, you can get out.

Steve | ooks infuri ated.

He storns out of the office.

They al |

ALAN
They say if you want a friend in
Washi ngton, bring a dog.

JULI O
The secret is to bring two dogs,
because one of themw | turn on you.

19.

share a | augh, but the room becones a little nore



20.

unconf ort abl e.
| NT. SENATE CHAMBER - DAY

SARA RHODES (38), president of the Senate. Rhodes sits in the
Senate president's chair with a gavel

RHODES
The chair recogni zes the gentl eman
fromcCalifornia, who will give the
Armed Services Committee's report on
the President's proposed Russia
canpai gn, S.110.

SENATOR NEWSOM (50) rises fromhis seat.

NEWSOM
In all nmy years of public service--

There are | oud coughs and a couple of |laughs in the gallery.

NEWSOM
--Excuse ne. In all ny years of public
service, | have never seen a commttee

report like this one. Here, we have a
| ate President who was killed by a
forei gn power, and a new President
whose |ife was threatened by the sane
foreign power. Qur new President has
proposed a "regi ne change" canpai gn on
foreign soil. The Arned Services
Conmittee...supports and strongly
recommends the i mredi at e passage of

S. 110.

Gasps and nurnurs perneate the audience.

NEWSOM
S. 110 authorizes the President to use
any and all neans necessary to
acconplish our nation's strategic
obj ective of regine change in Russia.

We fully support this bill, and | nove
to bring it to an i nmedi ate voice
vot e.

RHODES

|s there a second?

Anot her SENATOR (50) ri ses.



Si | ence.

Si | ence.

21.

SENATOR
Madam Presi dent, | second.

RHODES
The gentleman from Virgi nia seconds
the notion for a voice vote. Al in

favor?

VA CES
AYE!

RHODES
Al'l opposed?

RHODES
The notion passes. Al in favor of
S. 1107

VA CES
AYE!

RHODES
Al'l opposed?

RHODES

The bill passes. S. 110 will be sent to
the President for his signature. CGod
be with us all. W are adjourned.

She bangs the gavel .

I NT. OVAL OFFI CE - DAY

A COURI ER (30) rushes in with the bill as passed by the House

and Senate. He opens a folder and sets it in front of the
presi dent .

Al an signs the bill.

ALAN
Thanks.

He picks up his desk phone and dials an

ext ensi on.

VO CE ON PHONE
(GS)
White House Mlitary Ofice.



22.

ALAN
This is the president. Initiate
Operation Val kyri e.
VO CE ON PHONE
(G S)
Yes, sSir.
They hang up.
The door to the office opens.

In steps a tall, striking woman with dark features and green
eyes. COBRA (30) nods to the President.

COBRA
M. President?

ALAN
Cobr a.

He gets out of the chair and rushes to hug her.
She | ooks shocked.
He breaks the hug.

COBRA
Ah. .. Everything ok?

He resunes his cal cul ati ng deneanor.

ALAN
Yes. I'mjust relieved to see you.
feel like |I've been set in notion down

a path where | have no control, no
choi ce but to keep noving forward,
pushed by an invisible hand. |I'msorry
| haven't had time to check in since

t he incident.

COBRA
You' ve had your hands full.

ALAN
It's all happening. W received
congressi onal approval this norning.
l"mgiving you a field pronotion to
Col onel . But | want you to be ny RIO
for the Mbscow strike.



COBRA
Sir, you're not really thinking of
flying the m ssion, are you?

ALAN
The m ssion starts in Riga, Latvia and
is a sinple straight line to the
Moscow air base. | will be personally
taking this one, which is why | need
you to plan the m ssion.

COBRA
Alan. | know this dreamto serve was
fulfilling some big calling for you

when you insisted on it as vice
president. But you are actually

| eadi ng the country now, you can't
seriously be in the trenches.

ALAN
You have to trust nme, Cobra. | need to
do this.

COBRA
Wy ?

ALAN

For the peopl e.

COBRA
That's bullshit. There's sonething
you're not telling ne.

ALAN
There's a plan. | just need you to
know t hat .

COBRA

| can't support this. You expect ne to
be able to focus during war tine
knowi ng that ny chief is out there on
the front |ines?

ALAN
"1l be right beside you.

COBRA
As ny commander, | have to execute
your w shes. As your friend, | am not

happy about this.

23.
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ALAN
|"msorry, Cobra. This is just the way
it has to be.

Cobra stares himdown, then spins to | eave.
Al an watches after her.

-- Another flashback jolts the scene away. --
| NT. ALAN S BEDROOM - NI GHT

Alan's face is match cut to his face 13 years ago. A very
different Alan. He's overweight, his skin is pale, eyes
sunken. He sits in the dark behind a conputer, furiously
typi ng away on a keyboard.

ETHEREAL VO CE
Al an Ceor ge.

Al an grabs his head in anger and frustration, trying to shut
out the voice.

ALAN
Ugh!

He sl ans his head down on the desk.

EXT. PENTAGON - DAY

Presi dent CGeorge's notorcade arrives at the Pentagon. He gets
out and wal ks into the building.

| NT. PENTAGON - DAY

Multiple mlitary officers greet the president and usher him
into an operations center inside a SCIF-- Secure
Compartnented Information Facility. The Secretary of Defense
is waiting for himin a roombustling with activity and
bursting with conputer screens.

ALAN
| guess you weren't kidding when you
said you wanted to hack the shit out
of the Russi ans.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
| was serious, M. President. | think
we're on the sane page.
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ALAN
W are. | want to absolutely shatter
their air defense networks and put
themon their heels before | fly in.
That's nmy interpretation of maneuver
war f ar e.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Under stood, sir.

ALAN
Tal k me through this.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
You're watching the top one percent of
our cyber teanms while they penetrate
the Russian internet and plant kill
swi tches at junctions that have
strategic val ue.

ALAN
It's perfect. What do you need from
me?

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Just decisions, sir. If this blows up
in our faces, we're going to need
i mredi ate action to resolve the
situation. | just want to make sure
it's consistent with the | aw

ALAN
You defend the nation; | will take
care of the heat.

Alan wal ks out. A broad smle crosses the Secretary of
Def ense' s face.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
(to hinself)
My kind of president.

| NT. PENTAGON - DAY

Presi dent George wal ks into another section of the buil ding,
this one with a | arge screen showi ng the positions of ships
and submarines overlaid on the Baltic sea and Barents sea.
There are a lot of U S and allied submarines, which are
marked with small flags, and a smaller nunber of Russian
subrmarines marked with small fl ags.
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The CHI EF OF NAVAL OPERATI ONS (55) stands near the screen.

---naval

ALAN
(nods to him
Chi ef.

CH EF OF NAVAL OPERATI ONS
Sir, this is real-tine positioning of
our and our allies' naval assets and
t he Russi an subs and surface
conbatants that they are tracking.

ALAN
So the nmonent we execute, they pul
the trigger on those eneny ships.

CH EF OF NAVAL OPERATI ONS
Yes, sir. Al we need is the order and
t hose Russian vessels will be gone.
Sanme with their spy vessels that are
interfering with our undersea cabl es.

ALAN
| want to get the second fleet and the
sixth fleet as close as possible
before we | aunch the air canpaign

CH EF OF NAVAL OPERATI ONS
| think we can nake that happen, sir.
Stennis in the Barents and Truman in
the Baltic would make sense.

ALAN
That sounds |like a plan. How long to
get in position?

CH EF OF NAVAL OPERATI ONS
They' re each about two days out.

campai gn- - -

---cyber canpaign---

| NT. PENTAGON - DAY

Al an stands beside the Secretary of Defense.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
You know, you're a natural at this. If
' m honest, we all had our doubts,
but... Sonehow you really know what
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you' re doi ng.

ALAN
Uh. Thank you, Mke. That neans a | ot
to ne.

They stare into a conputer screen with black and green
gr aphi cs.

Alan's gaze is intense. W are drawn into his eyes.

Suddenly the graphics on the conputer are expanded beyond the
edges of the screen.

Green and gol d hol ographi ¢ geonetrical shapes take over the
room

Al an i s entranced.

The shapes bl eed onto his skin, running across the surface
i ke sone sort of futuristic tattoo.

M ke does not see what is happening, he remains engaged with
t he conputer screen.

Al an stares at himand then down at his hands.

The green and gol d nunbers, shapes, codes, flow across his
pal s and fi ngers.

| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT
SUPER: THI RTEEN YEARS EARLI ER

Alan is about as far fromthe presidency as a person can be.
He's an unenpl oyed 29 year-old living at home with his
parents. At this particular nonent, he is guzzling D et Coke
and doi ng conputer progranm ng on his workstation in his

paj amas, whil e | ooking very dishevel ed. Job applications and
c.v./resume-type printouts are strewn about his desk, piling
up next to past due bills. The screen shows himexpertly
editing a progranmng file in the Vimtext editor.

ALAN
Sick of this shit.
(beat)
Take that!

He triunphantly saves the file, with yet another progranmm ng
task denolished. He | ooks at the clock as the sun rises.
I nstead of going to bed, he keeps working and drinking diet
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soda.

The hours pass in a nontage or high speed as Alan sits at his
desk working. Soon, it's nighttine again. Alan is still
wor ki ng on the conputer, |ooking nore and nore tired/ wred.
Hs MOM (57) conmes in the room

MOM
Alan, don't you think it's tinme you
took a break? You' ve been at it a
coupl e of days.

ALAN
(rudely)
No. |'m al nost at ny breakt hr ough.

She | eaves. Al an continues progranm ng as anot her day passes.
He has been sitting in essentially the same position for
three days. His nother returns, wearing a different set of

cl ot hes.

MOM
Alan, | really think you need to get
sone rest.

ALAN
Leave nme alone! I'"'mreally close this
time.

H s not her | eaves.
He starts getting paranoid.

The screen reveals he is no | onger progranm ng; he is instead
typing an enail addressed to the Director of the FBI, with
the subject line "CRITI CAL: ENEMY ACGENTS DI SCOVERED I N THE
FBI." He starts off the email with "Dear sir, | believe |
have di scovered a hidden war in which Russia has infiltrated
your agency over a period of years.”

After a few nonents, he conpletes the email and hits the send
but t on.

He rel axes at |ast and closes his eyes, utterly spent.

A few beats.

Al an opens his eyes. A new visual field appears that is
formed out of geonetric shapes show ng connections and |inks

bet ween obj ects-- which are invisible to the ordinary human
eye.
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Al an gets up and | ooks around, feeling as if he is in a
virtual reality gane.

Apparitions and spirits swirl around as if he can feel, but
not see, them

He starts noving involuntarily, as if guided by an unseen
force. It causes himto stand ranrod- straight | ooking out
into the street with a piercing glare.

Hi s gl are softens.

VO CE OF GOD (V. O.)
ALAN ANDREW GEORGE.

ALAN
(scared)
Who's there!l?

VO CE OF GOD (V.0O)

YOU ARE A DI SGRACE TO MY VI SI ON OF
HUVANI TY. YOU HAVE LI ED, CHEATED
STOLEN, AND FAI LED TO REPENT. YOU HAVE
SHUNNED PEOPLE WHO SOUGHT TO BE A PART
OF YOUR LI FE. YOU HAVE BREACHED THE
TRUST | HAVE PLACED I N YOU. YOU HAVE
ALSO FAILED TO LI VE YOUR LI FE TO THE
FULL POTENTI AL THAT | HAVE DECREED

(beat)

| FIND YOU GUI LTY!
Alan is a quivering ness, unable to find any words in
response to this divine decree.
He tries to speak, but fails.

After a noment, he goes to a closet and pulls out a small gun
saf e.

VO CE OF GOD
NO

Al an hits the conbination on the gun safe.

Va CE OF GOD
NO

Al an opens the gun safe to reveal a handgun.
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VO CE OF GOD
NO DEATH IS NOT THE ANSVER

From Alan's point of view, a large red "NO" appears in his
visual field in overwhel mng size and color. Al an puts down
the safe and starts praying.

ALAN
Only the penitent man will pass.
(beat)
Only the penitent man wi |l | pass.
Si | ence.
ALAN
The penitent man is hunbl e before God.
Si | ence.
ALAN
The penitent man is hunble, and kneels
bef ore God.

He hal f-col |l apses, half kneels to the floor, and prostrates
himself in order to accept God's judgment.

ALAN
["msorry. I"'msorry. I'msorry... |I'm
sorry!

VO CE OF GOD (V. O.)
ALAN ANDREW GEORGE.

Al an waits.

VO CE OF GOD (V. 0.)
RI SE NOW AND ACCEPT YOUR POTENTI AL.

Through sobbing tears and his conpletely broken down state,
young Al an | ooks at the codes of green flow ng across his
hands.

| NT. NEWSROOM - DAY

Al an's hands are normal, he | ooks up fromthem and realizes
where he is.

I nt ervi ewer MATHESON LOOPER (50) sits in a chair across from
hi m and Cobr a.
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VA CE
(V.0)
This is CNN.

MATHESON

Wel conme to Mat heson Looper 720.

(beat)
We're very pleased to be joined this
norni ng by two special guests. The
President of the United States, Al an
Ceorge, and his w ngman, Cobra.
Wl cone!

Alan is in a sharp business suit, he begins to settle in to
hi s surroundings after being disoriented. Cobra is a stunner
in a dress and makeup, which are a marked contrast from her
flight suit and plain earlier appearance.

COBRA
Thank you.

ALAN
Ah, yes. Thank you.

MATHESON
Let's start with the obvious: M.
President, why do you feel like you
have to do this?

ALAN
| firmy believe in this cause, and |
amw lling torisk my owmn life to
acconplish our nation's goals. | think
t he President should bear the same
ri sks as the many dedi cated service
menbers in DoD face every day.

MATHESON
But you already risk your life on a
daily basis. You're a lightning rod
for threats on your |ife and crazies
who want a piece of you

ALAN
| have the best personal security and
executive protection that noney can
buy. They're just not the sane risks
as being in the service. Service
menbers risk their lives every single
day with barely a thank-you in return,
and sonetinmes not even that.



MATHESON
Way didn't you just join the service
twenty years ago |i ke you wi sh you had
done?

ALAN
(wstfully)
Back then...| was not brave enough.

St unned sil ence.

MATHESON
You are a breath of fresh air in terns
of your honesty, sir. Not many peopl e,
much | ess politicians, would admt to

t hat .
(to Cobra)
Col onel ? What do you make of all this?
COBRA
|"mstill getting used to the idea

that the President is doing this great
thing. I'mhappy to be a part of it.

MATHESON
But what do you really make of it?

COBRA

That is what | think... but | also
think it's an unreasonable risk for
the President to personally fly conbat
mssions in a war. This is soneone who
is basically a hero and a rol e nodel
and it would be a shane if something
happened to him The world would | ose
a rare man. One who truly enbodies the
val ues our great nation stands for.

Al an is taken aback and gets teary-eyed at this huge
conpl i ment .

COBRA
Part of me admres the bravery, and
the other part of nme wonders whet her
there's sone other reason he feels
like he has to do this. If | gain a
better understanding of that, | can
find sonme neasure of peace or
acceptance of his decision. But above
all else, | trust my conmander

32.
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MATHESON
Very noving indeed. But how are the
rest of us, who do not know our dark
horse president so closely, supposed
feel the sanme trust? | nmean no
of fense, M. President, but you are a
newconer on the political scene, a
nobody by nobst standards. It's a big
ask of the Anerican peopl e when you
have no track record to point to.

ALAN
No of fense taken. It's a fair point.
| f the Anerican people need proven
track records, |'mhappy to say they
need | ook no further than the team
that surrounds ne. No one person can
do this job alone, and anyone that
clainms they can is trying to sell you
sonet hing. |I'm not asking for blind
faith, but look to the people who have
put their trust in me and then you can
make your own deci sion.

MATHESON
Well you've heard it here first.
Presi dent Al an George asking you to
j udge for yourself based on the team
| eadi ng our nation into a war |ike no
ot her .

| NT. GREEN ROOM - DAY

Al an and Cobra take off their TV nakeup as they chat about
t he appear ance.

ALAN
| can't believe you said that about
me. |'m honored.

COBRA
| meant what | sai d.

ALAN
And you nmeant what you sai d about
wanting to know ny secret.

COBRA
Yes.



ALAN
Very wel | .
(beat)

Thirteen years ago, | had a vision. It
was a vision of the future. It could
only have been God's voice. The voice
told me that | would sonme day becone
Pr esi dent .

A | ook of shock crosses Cobra's face.

ALAN

The voice made it clear that | had to
[ive an honest and worthy life. So
|"ve tried ny best to do that. One
thing I have to do is serve our
country properly. My interpretation of
that is fighting for what | believe
in. And that brings us to where we are

t oday.

COBRA
That's it?

ALAN
Yeah.

COBRA

Jeez, Alan. | thought you had a death
wi sh or were planted by sone third
foreign governnment interfering in our
politics!

They | augh away the disconfort.

COBRA ( CONTD)

We're good. | just think that maybe
this came fromyour own head instead
of from God

ALAN
Do you believe in God?

COBRA
No. Do you? Like really?

ALAN
| don't know. But this actually cane
true. 1'mleaning toward believing.

(beat)

| was in a bad place. You woul dn't
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have recogni zed ne for the man | am
today. It was God that pulled ne out
of it and pushed nme onto the path that
| was nmeant for, told ne that there
was sonet hing nore out there for ne.

COBRA
We've all struggled with denons, it's
a testanment to human strength that
there aren't nore people who succunb
to addiction and |istlessness. Life
can feel directionless so often. It's
up to us to assign our own neaning to
it.

ALAN
It doesn't nean we have to navigate
t he darkness wi thout a guiding light.

COBRA
But not even God knows the future.
What happened to free will?

ALAN
| don't know about that. Maybe CGod
knows a |limted nunber of possible
futures, and this one is the one that
j ust happened to becone reality.

COBRA
Coul d be.
ALAN
Ei ther way, | think the best we can

all dois soldier on as if this is
happeni ng according to sone sort of

pl an.

COBRA
About t hat.

ALAN
VWhat ?

COBRA

| trust you, but I'mnot ready to hand
all the reins over to sone God's plan.
There are real issues that we're
facing here that need attention stat.



ALAN
Li ke what ?

Suddenly in rushes Sam and Julio. dipboards in hand,
they're rushing to nove the group on to the war room

SAM
Al an, Cobra! That was great. A true
show of solidarity.

JULI O
You guys coul d have shown a few points
higher in likability though.

SAM
Knock it off. We'Ill get to all that,
you guys | ooked awesone out there.

ALAN
Thank you, Sam Julio. But please,
Cobra was just about to share her
concern with ne.

They all |ook to her.

COBRA
Mat heson is right, you don't have a
track record with the American people
yet and we need their full support if
we're really going to go down this
road and succeed as a united nation of
states after it. You can point to your
team but they don't really know us
ei t her.

SAM
She's right, Alan. It's what we were
going to say too. You're sweet, you
m ght think the world of us, but we
don't have any star power or political
prowess in the eyes of the people. To
them|' mjust dedicated | ackey,
Cobra's just a soldier, and Julio's
t he grandson of JFK s housekeeper. It
doesn't buy us rnuch.

ALAN
What are you suggesti ng?

COBRA
We need a new pl ayer. Soneone truly

36.
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uni fyi ng.

JULI O
Hey. | take offense to this. I"'ma |ot
nmore than what Samjust boxed ne in to
be. I'"'malso the solution to our

little problem

SAM
Expl ai n.

JULIl O
It's going to take some digging. And a
whol e | ot of executive power.

COBRA
Sir, the flight to Latvia is wheels up
at 1500.

Al an checks hi s watch.
ALAN

She's right, we don't have tine to
hear all the details. Watever it is,

if you think it can help, I want you

and Samto run with it. You'll just

have to fill us in after the m ssion.
SAM

Copy that, sir. W'll handle it.
EXT. JO NT BASE ANDREWS - DAY

Al an, Cobra, Nicodenus, and Kenobi get in their F-15E s for
the long flight fromMryland to Riga, Latvia, which requires
ai rborne refueling.

EXT. SKY OVER THE ATLANTIC - N GHT

The flight passes in silence, with the drone of the F-15
engi nes being the only real sound.

I NT. RIGA Al R BASE BRI EFI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Al an, Cobra, N codenus, and Kenobi stand around a video
screen showi ng the planned mission into Russia.

COBRA
The rest of our squadron is headed to
Kal i ni ngrad naval base as a diversion.
Ei ght een pl anes on a massive strike.
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For the Moscow mlitary base, it's
j ust everyone here. Wl conme to Bl ade
Runner .

She draws on the screen indicating the direction of flight.

COBRA
Qur missionis to nmake it to Moscow,
bonb the nmain Russian air base, and
return, all w thout encountering any
MGs, if possible. Judge and | are
Bl ade Runner one, N codenus and Kenob
are Bl ade Runner two. |I'mJudge's RO
and also flight |ead. Kenobi, you are
Ni codemus's RI O

(beat)

Qur cover is a pair of F-22's, but
they will only cover us to the Russian
bor der.

She draws icons of F-22 jets near the Russian border with
Lat vi a.

COBRA
The governnent doesn't want to risk
any F-22's since they're alnost a
billion dollars each. Wiereas we in F-
15E's are...

NI CODEMUS
Br ave.

KENOB
Expendabl e.

They share an ironic | augh.

COBRA
Exactly. Anyway, our |load out is heavy
on the bonmbs. W need to stay at
angel s point five or belowto avoid
eneny air defenses. See you in the
air.

EXT. RIGA AIR BASE - NI GHT
Al an, Cobra, Ni codenus, and Kenobi walk fromthe ready room

to the flight Iine toward their F-15E' s, with the only sounds
being their footsteps and the rustling of their gear.
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ALAN
| feel the need...

COBRA
...the need for speed!

They hi gh-five each other.

ALAN
ow

They near their F-15E. Alan inspects the external gun pod on
the aircraft.

COBRA
Ww, you really have been waiting your
whole life for this.

ALAN
The chance to serve ny country in the
truest sense of the word. You' re dam
right |1 have.

COBRA
That's a nice | ookin' toy.

ALAN
| told them| wanted the GAU-8 for
this one. They told ne |I could have
the GAU-13. So we settled on the GAU
13 plus the onboard gun. 500 rounds of
' 20, 353 rounds of '30. 853 rounds
total. | get around fifteen seconds of
shoot i ng.

COBRA
You're too trigger-happy, dude.

ALAN
Not hi ng wong with being prepared.

They get into the F-15E and do their preflight checks. When
they finish, they put on night vision goggles and turn down
the brightness on their cockpit displays until the screens
are barely visible. They take off along with their wingnmen in
an identical F-15E, NI CODEMUS (40) and KENOBI (45).

EXT. SKY OVER LATVI A - N GHT

Alan and Cobra fly close to the Earth in order to avoid
Russi an air defenses and radar. N codenus and Kenobi foll ow
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| NT. F-15E COCKPI T - N GHT

ALAN
Angel s point five, mach point eight.

COBRA
Roger .

They fly in silence, occasionally pressing buttons and
flipping swtches.

VO CE ON RADI O
(G S.)
Bl ade Runner one and two, this is CGold
Rush. You've got a pair of bogeys,
zero-nine-zero at forty-five mles.

ALAN
Roger. Do you think they see us?

VO CE ON RADI O

(G S)
St and by.

(beat)
Negative. It's a pair of Su-27's
headed out to the Baltic. They're
going to mss you by at |east twenty
mles.

ALAN
Roger. I'm not seeing them on radar--
they' re over ny horizon.

VO CE ON RADI O
(0 S)
Roger .

They continue the flight.
EXT. SKY OVER LATVIA - N GHT
The two-ship flight continues.
NI CODEMUS
(V.Q)

Hey Judge, |'m picking up a bogey at
zero-nine-zero. Do you see it, too?

40.
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ALAN
(V.0)
Negati ve. Cobra?
COBRA
(V.0)
Negati ve.
KENOBI
(V.0)

"' m now seeing two bogeys at zero-
nine- zero and twenty-two m | es.

ALAN
(V.0)
"' m not seeing them

COBRA
(V.0)
Verify radar status?

I NT. F-15E COCKPI'T - N GHT

ALAN
Radar is operating normally. At |east
it says so.

COBRA
Reboot ?

ALAN
Negative, I'mfine with using
Ni codenus's vi ew.

COBRA
Roger. Kenobi, are you seeing a turn?
KENOBI
(G S.)
Negative. Wait. ..
(beat)
Affirmative, I'"mseeing a turn toward

us. Gold Rush, can you confirnf

VO CE ON RADI O
(GS.)
Gol d Rush confirnms. The conputer
identifies two Su-27's headed your

VO CE ON RADI
way. Zero-nine-zero at twenty mles



42.

and closing at 800 mles an hour.

ALAN
"' m not seeing them N codenmus, how
many sl amrers do you have?

NI CODEMUS
(G S.)
Two.

ALAN
| have two but | don't see a return on
my screen yet. Want to handle it?

NI CODEMUS
(GS.)
Affirmative. Stand by.

I NT. F-15E COCKPI' T - NI GHT

Ni codenmus and Kenobi fly a jet that is identical in every
respect to Judge and Cobra's pl ane.

Ni codenus's di splay shows two Su-27's. He | ocks them up on
radar and fires one AMRAAM missile, followed shortly by
anot her one. The missile icons fly rapidly toward the Su-27
i cons.

VO CE ON RADI O
(0 S.)
Bl ade Runner one and two, this is Gold
Rush. We're picking up four nore
fighters comng into view at angels
one, bearing zero-nine-zero.

ALAN
(GS)
Roger. Now | see the first two.

I NT. F-15E COCKPI'T - N GHT

Al an adjusts the radar display, which reveals the two Su-27's
t hat Ni codenus fired on. More icons appear.

ALAN
| only have two slanmers and two
si dewi nders. That's four new bogeys.
Any i deas?

COBRA
We | aunch slamers on two of them and
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get cl ose enough for the sidew nders.

ALAN
That will be cl ose.

VO CE ON RADI O

(O0S.)
Bl ade Runner, you've got mssiles
i nbound.
ALAN

Shit. Activating counterneasures.

| cons of several inbound mssiles appear on the display. Al an
flips a couple of switches to activate janm ng equi pnent.

VO CE ON RADI O
(G S)
Bl ade Runner, you're now in Russi a.
Al so your jammers are visible to the

eneny.
ALAN
Roger .
(beat)
Firing.

Al an | aunches two AMRAAM mi ssil es agai nst two of the new
bogeys. The out bound m ssil es appear on the screen.

EXT. SKY OVER RUSSI A - NI GHT

The first two AMRAAM ni ssiles from Ni codenus destroy two of
the Su-27's that were heading toward an intercept. One jet is
hit in the engine inlet and the engine expl odes; the other is
hit by the AVMRAAM proximty fuse and both engines are

di sabl ed by shrapnel. The pilots eject.

EXT. SKY OVER RUSSI A - N GHT

The next two AVRAAM missiles from Judge destroy two nore Su-
27's. That |eaves two Su-27's still pursuing Bl ade Runner.

EXT. SKY OVER RUSSI A - N GHT

The Russian missiles are jammed by the F-15E jamm ng pods,
and they all mss. The Bl ade Runner group continues toward
Moscow until the eneny Su-27's are within visual range.
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I NT. F-15E COCKPI' T - NI GHT

ALAN
| have the eneny fighters in sight. |
want to save ny sidew nders if
possi ble-- let's gun them head-on.

NI CODEMUS
(G.S.)
Roger .

Alan lines up a shot with the onboard 20MM gatling gun. The
gun sight clearly Iines up with one of the incom ng fighters.
Alan fires a couple of short bursts, and a few tracers streak
out. Around hits the tail of one of the Su-27's. The rest of
the shots m ss.

EXT. SKY OVER RUSSI A - N GHT

Al an and Ni codenus turn to pursue the bandits. An aerial
dogfi ght ensues. Ni codenus nakes qui ck work of the disabled
bandit with his cannon. Al an takes out the other bandit with
a sidew nder mssile.

The F-15E's regroup and continue with the m ssion.

COBRA
Judge, we have nore i nbound. Four
bogeys dead ahead, 23 mles at 700
m | es an hour.

ALAN
At |least we're getting gradually
lighter.

The radar screen shows nore icons approaching.

A nonent later, Alan fires a sidewi nder mssile, which hits
one of the bandits and causes the jet to explode in a |arge
fireball.

As the remaini ng bandits approach, Al an sights in on another
bandit and fires a burst fromhis 20MM gun. He hits the
bandit in the engine. A couple other bandits shoot back with
t heir cannons, the rounds barely m ssing Bl ade Runner one.
One of the bandits finds a lucky angle in a turn and gets on
Ceorge's tail

NI CODEMUS
Wat ch your back, Judge, watch your
back!
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The Su-27 is on Alan like a cheap suit and stays with him
t hrough several maneuvers.

ALAN
| can't shake him

NI CODEMUS
|"mon him Judge. Hold on.

It's not clear where Nicodenus is, but he seens confident.

ALAN
Blast it, Nic, where are you?

From the Russian fighter's perspective, N codenus appears out
of nowhere and bl asts himhead-on with the 20MM gun, with
tracers filling the screen. Alan breathes a sigh of relief.

ALAN
Thanks, Nic. Good shooti ng.

The last remaining bandit fires a mssile at N codenus, but
it msses. N codenmus guns the bandit with his cannon. The
m ssi on conti nues.

EXT. SKY OVER RUSSI AN M LI TARY BASE - NI GHT

Bl ade Runner one and two drop bombs on an airfield conplex.
Al an gets enthusiastic with his 30MM gun pod and shoots up
t he bonber aircraft that are sitting on the tarmac. The
attack devastates the air base and leaves it in flanes.

COBRA
We're Wnchester on mssiles, |ow on
guns. Cetting close to bingo fuel.

ALAN
Turni ng back. Let's hope this thing
runs on funes.
(beat)
ol d Rush, this is Blade Runner. W
hit the target and are bingo fuel
Returning to base.

VO CE ON RADI O
(Q.S.)
Roger. Take angels point five bearing
one-ei ght-zero. W've got an escort of
F-22's waiting for you.
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ALAN
Roger, angels point five bearing one-
ei ght - zero.

The return to Latvia is uneventful, but tense. The jets
follow the Earth in order to avoid Russian air defenses and
fighters. They neet up with a pair of F-22's at the Russian
bor der.

VO CE ON RADI O
(G.S.)
Bl ade Runner, this is Gold Rush. You
are back in Latvian airspace.

Cobra and Al an breathe a | ot easier.

COBRA
Thank god.

ALAN
Ni codenus, you're the man

NI CODEMUS
(0 S.)
No, no-- you're the man.

They share a | augh.
EXT. RIGA AIR BASE - NI GHT

The two jets land at the Latvian air base, and everyone gets
out of the planes.

I NT. RI GA Al R BASE BRI EFI NG ROOM - NI GHT

A large screen displays the route into Russia as flown by

Bl ade Runner, with markers at various waypoi nts. A COLONEL
(50) is witing/typing notes as he nouses over the icons,
whi ch pop up information about each part of the m ssion.

Al an, Cobra, Nicodenus, and Kenobi take seats with a view of
t he screen.

COLONEL
Wel conme, everyone. Let's begin the
debri ef .
(beat)

Cobra, you have the fl oor.

Cobra gets up and stands in front of the screen.
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COBRA
Thank you, Col onel .
(beat)
The m ssion started off with a basic
incursion into Russia, in essentially
a straight line fromR ga to Mdscow,
angel s point five.

She pulls up a Google Earth-type visual showing the pilot's
poi nt of view at 500 feet.

COBRA
We encountered eight Russian fighters,
which is nore than we expected. Eight
kills, zero |losses. Although the
m ssion was a success, | amstil
declaring four major errors.

The screen shows a zooned-in view of Russian air defenses in
the route taken by Bl ade Runner, including the bandits that
attenpted to intercept them

COBRA
First major error: Judge's radar. Wen
we couldn't see the bandits N codenus
was picking up, we should have
rebooted i medi ately rather than risk
flying blind.

ALAN
| confirmthe error.

COBRA
Second nmajor error: Judge turns to go
after a bandit and ends up with the
other bandit on his tail.

A visual shows Judge catching a bandit on his tail in 3D

COBRA
He shoul d have been | ess aggressive
and nore conservative, and let the
Russi ans make a m st ake before going
after them If N codenmus hadn't saved
us, none of us would be here today.

ALAN
| confirmthe error.

COBRA
Third major error-- and this is a
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controversial one-- bringing the 30MV
gun pod in the first place. It added
unnecessary wei ght and gave Judge too
much ammuni ti on.

A schematic of the F-15E pops up showi ng the size and wei ght
of the 30MM gun pod.

ALAN
This one |I'mnot sure about. That 30MM
gun is great for ground targets.

COBRA
Fourth major error: Judge goes
W nchester on mssiles before reaching
the target. We had no missiles |eft
for the return flight and were sinply
| ucky that no one found us.

ALAN
| confirmthe error.

COBRA
It's sheer luck that we are still here
today to even tal k about this.

ALAN
Sheer luck? O Divine intervention?

Cobra shoots him a | ook.

COLONEL
How about Ni codenus and Kenobi ?

COBRA
Text book flying. A great job, and no
maj or errors.

NI CODEMUS
Al in a day's work. | got |ucky too.

COBRA
G ve yourself nore credit than that,
you saved our asses.

| NT. LOCKER ROOM - DAY

Al an and Cobra talk as they change out of their flight suits
into regul ar cl ot hes.



ALAN
Do you ever feel |ike an external
force is directing your actions?

She stares at himfor a | ong nonent.

COBRA
No.

ALAN
| ' ve been thinking about our
conversation the other day. | do feel

li ke God knows the future.

COBRA
(di sbel i eving)
Why ?
ALAN
| feel like I'mliving a life that was

pl anned out for ne in advance, as if
there was an architect out there
bui Il ding The Matri x.

COBRA
| refuse to accept that. There may be
things in life that are out of our
control, but it always cones down to
us and our own choi ces.

ALAN
| don't like feeling like I don't have
control of nmy life either. But with
everything that's happened to get ne
this far... There has to be sonething
greater, but it makes nme wonder... Wy
me, and why woul d God do sonet hi ng
i ke this?

COBRA
| don't know. Don't nuch want to,
ei t her.

ALAN
It just feels like there has to be
sonme sort of a plan.

COBRA
Maybe you were destined to be sone
type of role nodel

49.
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Trust nme: | don't want that to be the
case. But | can't shake this idea that
| amonto God's secret and sonmehow |
know what is going to happen, or at
| east what can happen.

COBRA
Alan, | think you need to see
sonmebody. You're starting to nake ne
worried about you.

ALAN
There are just so many questions and
not enough answers. But finally, here,
| think there is an answer: sone
prenmonitions are vali d.

COBRA
Prenoni ti ons are inpossible.
ALAN
| beg to differ.
COBRA
"' mnot going to convince you, so |et
me just say: I'Il keep it to nyself,

but as your friend |I'msaying that |
t hi nk you need sone counseling. Al so,
don't nmention this to your cabinet
menbers or they'll twenty- fifth
anmendnent your ass.

ALAN
Yeah, thanks.

COBRA
And no nore of that gunslinger shit
you pull ed today. You haven't even
picked a VP yet, if we |ost you out
there, the country would have no one
to turn to for |eadership.

Sam and Julio burst in to the | ocker roons.
SAM
(out of breath)
Yea... About that!

JULI O
W couldn't wait.
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ALAN
What' s goi ng on?
SAM
Consi der our m ssion, also

acconpl i shed.

She turns to | ook back at the doorway they just entered from
as does Julio.

Everyone's gaze is fixed on the door.
Cobra | ooks inquisitively to Al an.
He hol ds his breath.
A hand appears in the door.
I n wal ks. ..
John F. Kennedy, the 35th President of the United States.
Alive and gl ow ng.
Alan's jaw drops to the fl oor.
COBRA
Did that voice in your head ever

mention anythi ng about this, boss?

ALAN
VWhoa. No. This, this is new

JULI O
Ladi es and gentl eman, a nan who needs
no introduction...

JFK
Unh... Hello. I'"m John, Kennedy. I
t hi nk.

COBRA
Uh oh.

ALAN

Um Quys, soneone care to explain?
Kennedy stands tall and handsonme, albeit fairly bew | dered.

Anxi ous Sam steps in to try and catch the teamup to speed.
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SAM
Bear with me here, Chief... This m ght
be a hard one to swal | ow.

ALAN
The truth, Sam That's all |'m asking
for.

SAM

Vell sir, we all know that this
country has a | ongstanding history of
nmystery and intrigue. Conspiracies and
secrets. President JFK s untinely
death is no exception.

JULI O
Only sone of those theories are just
straight crazy. Like that the
II'lum nati assassinated himin order
to gain power over the Federa
Reserve

SAM
Right. Well, it's hard to discredit
anyt hi ng when he's standi ng here
living and breathing with us.

ALAN
Then it's actually hinf

SAM
This is a fact, sir. In 1966, three
years after the president's
assassination, it was discovered that
his brain, which had been renoved
during the autopsy and stored in the
Nati onal Archives, had gone m ssing.
Conspi racy theorists have | ong
suggested the m ssing organ woul d have
proved Kennedy was not shot fromthe
back by Lee Harvey Gswal d, but from
the front.

ALAN
So where did his brain go?

JuLl O
Frozen, sir. Taken for safe keeping
and cryogenically stored until the day
when it woul d be needed agai n.



COBRA
| don't believe this.

JULI O
Bel i eve what you wll, sister! My
gr andpops was t here!

COBRA
Way isn't he saying anything? How did
you even get the technology to
unfreeze hi n? Whose body is that??

JULI O
VWhoa Cobra, sl ow down.

COBRA
Sl ow down?! There is a dead president
standing in front of ne and you're
telling nme to "sl ow down"?!

ALAN
Cobr a.
(puts his hand on her shoul der)
It's ok. Sonethings require a | eap of
faith.

COBRA
This is insane, Al an. Mre insane than
the insanity that you've been telling
me lately. W are way beyond a | eap of
faith here.

SAM
Sci enti sts have been working on a
solution to bringing back the
cryogenically frozen for a century.
The technology isn't actually all that
new. It just hasn't been used to this
extent before... O course, no one has
had the full unadulterated resources
of the United States Governnent
ei t her.

JULI O
They' ve even been cl oning JFK s body
just waiting for this nonent. N c Cage
woul d be proud.

ALAN
To Cobra's point... Wiy isn't he
tal ki ng? Does he renenber who he is?

53.
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JFK
Hello. I'm John... Kennedy.

He shakes Al an's hand.

He gives

ALAN
Uh. Yes, hello.

Sam a "hel p ne" questioning gl ance.

SAM
Yes, well... We had to rush the
process a little. And there was sone
damage to certain parts of his
hi ppocanpus, which is responsible for
menory | oss.

JULIl O
You could say he's still "warm ng up".

SAM
Don't be crass.
(to the group)
But yes, he's comng back a little
sl ower than we hoped.

ALAN
John. It's a pleasure to wel cone you
back. W've truly m ssed you

JFK
Thank you. 1- | can't renenber why I
left. O where | went. Can you tel
me?

ALAN
There are many things that | would
like to fill you in on. And we w |
get to as many of them as possible.
But first I need to know. .. \Woever

you are now, whatever nenories you
have, are you ready to serve your
country once agai n?

COBRA
No. No, this is crazy.

SAM
This was the plan.



COBRA
THI S?!

ALAN
Cobra, it's the only way. Wo el se
could be a better second? Mre
uni fying? The ultimte | eader to band
the country together in support of
this war?

COBRA
He barely renenbers his own nane!

ALAN
He's still the sane man at his core.
All | need to know is how he feels
about serving his country once again.

JFK
| do know sone things, sir. And | know
| woul dn't never turn down an
opportunity to do right by ny country.
| f they need ne, |'m here.

ALAN
That's exactly what | thought you
woul d say. And by God, do they need
you.

COBRA
You' ve | ost your mnd, Alan.

Julio and Sam | ook at each ot her nervously.
Al an | ooks at them Then at JFK
He tries to steer Cobra away to talk privately.

ALAN
Wy don't we discuss this on our own.

COBRA
No.

She takes a step back.

COBRA ( CONTD)
You're asking ne to follow you into
battle, into a battle where you are
putting your life on the line. MWy
captain and ny friend, and | can't
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trust your judgnent right now

(beat)
| can't.
ALAN
Very well. | would never ask you to do

sonet hing that you do not fee
confortable with. But with the new VP
sel ected, m ssion Eastern Dusk is a go
i n the norning.

COBRA
| won't be there.

ALAN
As you wi sh, col onel

Cobra | eaves.
It feels like the air has been sucked out of the room

SAM
Sir, are you sure that's a good idea?
Cobra's the best pilot you have, and
it doesn't help our image of a unified
front with the public.

JULI O
Coul dn't you have demanded she stay?
ALAN
That's not what good | eadership is
made of. We all have free will here.

And if Cobra is not inspired by the
m ssion, then it's her choice not to
be a part of it. We will find a way to

make due.
They all turn to JFK, silent, but still standing strong.
ALAN
Besides... W have JFK on our side
now.

| NT. NEWS REPORT - DAY
Two TV anchors sit side by side and report wth astonishnent.
ANCHOR

Well, to be honest folks, |I'm not
gquite sure what to say.
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CO- ANCHOR
It's unprecedented tinmes to say the
| east, check your ears tw ce, three
ti mes, because you won't believe the
news com ng out of the White House.

ANCHOR
Sorely m ssed and bel oved dead
President, John F. Kennedy is BACK

CO- ANCHOR
Back, and the new vice president!

ANCHOR
(1 aughs)
|"msorry, Jenny, can you pinch nme?

CO- ANCHOR
That woul d be consi dered sexual
harassnment, Jim but | can tell you
that you are not dream ng.

ANCHOR
Response from Anericans seens to be
wildly split down the mddle with sone
bei ng undoubtedly in favor of the
resurrection and ot hers being
absol utely appal | ed.

CO- ANCHOR
Bel oved hero? O unnatural zonbie?
That seens to be the debate taking
over the news cycle.

| NT. OVAL OFFICE - N GHT
Al an paces al one behind the sturdy desk.

He appears distraught. Worry lines threaten to give away his
conposure.

A KNOCK. Sam peeks her head in.

SAM
Sir?

ALAN
Sam cone in.

SAM
|"msorry to disturb you.
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ALAN
You' re never a disturbance, you know
how much | value ny staff and friends,
the people | can really trust. You're
a wel cone sight right now 1Is
sonet hi ng urgent?

SAM
| just feel we m scal cul ated when we
chose JFK as your VP candi date. |
t hought- | just thought there wasn't
any way our citizens would do anything
ot her than show their full support.
But we were wong. Wuld we have been
better off just letting them be
unhappy about the war? |Is there any
point intrying to unify a country who
seem ngly never agrees on anythi ng?

ALAN
A wei ghted question. One that nmen and
worren much smarter than | have tried
to answer for a long tine.

SAM
|"msorry, sir. You have nore pressing
i ssues on your mnd- the m ssion.

ALAN

This is equally inportant. What we do
tomorrow. The action will be
catastrophic. It's up to us to choose
how to rebuild afterwards.

(beat)
47 different nmen have stood where |I'm
standi ng today. Each faced what seened
i ke i nmpossible choices at the tine.
Each deci sion nust have felt like it
woul d bring about the end of the
worl d. Yet here we are, here we
continue to be. One nation, under God,
indivisible...

(beat)
Sonetinmes | feel ny choices are not ny
own. Like they are guided by a higher
power. It may not |ook like it now,
but | believe bringing Kennedy back
was the right choi ce.

SAM
How can you be so sure, sir?
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ALAN
|"mnot. We can never be certain.
That's why we nmust have faith. And |
have faith in you, in nmy country, in
the Anerican people. Wen the tine is
right, they will cone through.

SAM
That feels like a fairytale. | just
hope I'm around to see that day.

ALAN

As do 1I.

(beat)
But whether | am here or not- Qur
| egacy and cause for the greater good
is what will continue on. JFK knew
that, and | believe he is a prine
exanpl e of so many continuing to do
good work even after their |eader has

fallen.

SAM
You're a good man, Al an. As good a
| eader as he was- is- er... |s?

Al an is deeply noved by the conparison

ALAN
Thank you. That- That is incredibly
ki nd of you.

SAM

It's the truth. Now, | think we both
best get sone sleep. The m ssion
| eaves in just a couple of hours.

Al an nods.

ALAN
To a new dawn.

SAM
And Eastern Dusk..

She | eaves.
Al an stands al one behind the desk once nore.

H's fingers trace the historic wood.
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| NT. RI GA Al R BASE BRI EFI NG ROOM - DAY

Back in the briefing room

This time Alan is the flight |ead.

Cobra's seat sits enpty.

Al an | ooks over to it and sadly scans the room
There's no sign of her.

Al an proceeds.

ALAN

The NSA has just provided us an
i ntercept showi ng the Russian
President's itinerary today. He is
schedul ed to drive in a snal
not orcade, instead of fly, fromthe
Kremin to Saint Petersburg. W
t hought he was going to fly from
Moscow to Siberia in order to hide out
inamssile silo, but that is not the
case. He's instead apparently hiding
in plain sight, and in disguise.

(beat)
Qur mission is to performa sneak
attack on the notorcade sonewhere
bet ween Mboscow and Sai nt Petersburg.

He gestures to a map of the highway between Mbscow and Sai nt
Pet er sbur g.

NI CODEMUS
Are we sure this isn't disinformation?
It seenms like a huge risk for himto
do that, and really out of character.

ALAN
We're sure. The intercept was froma
phone inside President Putin's
security detail. That person has no
i dea his phone is conprom sed.

Alan pulls up a screenshot of the intercept on a nonitor,
whi ch shows the tine of departure from Moscow and the tine of
arrival in Saint Petersburg, plus an audi o waveform

NI CODEMUS
This could be a trap.
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Negative. Over the last 24 hours we
have gai ned near-total air superiority
in the Western part of Russia.
President Putin is now the nost wanted
man in the world. If he flew out of
Moscow, his plane would be hit within
m nutes. Driving away fromthe capita
incognito actually nmakes a | ot nore
sense, since everyone is |ooking for
hi m t here.

(beat)
In any case, we will have drone
support to confirmhe gets in the
vehicles at the Kremin, and we'll
al so have conti nuous coverage of the
route.

A RQ 170 Sentinel drone schematic appears on the nonitor

W are to take himout with a Hellfire mssile or 20MM
gunfire, at our discretion.

KENOB
Way doesn't the CI A just take himout
with a drone?

ALAN
Less reliable, and we want positive
confirmation of the kill. Also, if I'm
honest, | want to pull the trigger so

no one el se has to. Executive Oder

12333 bans political assassinations.
This isn't an assassi nati on because

it's authorized by law. But it still
woul d nmake ne feel guilty if sonmeone
else had to do it.

KENOB
You're a true role nodel, captain.

NI CODEMUS
Always the first to accept
responsibility.

COBRA (O S.)
But for whose agenda?

Cobra enters the roomin uniform
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ALAN
Cobr a!
COBRA
Sir. I've always been honest with you.

|"mnot going to stop now. This whol e
m ssion feels |like a vendetta.

ALAN
| appreciate your honesty. This guy
killed Tito Janmeson and tried to kill
me. Sonetimes vendettas are 0.k

They stand around in silence contenplating Alan's remarKk.
ALAN ( CONTD)
Team di sm ssed. You all know your
stations. Let's get to it.

Everyone shuffles about to | eave and get ready except Cobra.

Al an approaches her.

ALAN
|"mso glad you' re here.

COBRA
| wasn't sure... Gven the amount of
"honesty" |'ve been sharing lately.

ALAN
The friends who tell you exactly how
it is wll always be welconmed here. If
| wanted a yes man 1'd visit the
Senat e.

COBRA
Alan. You are ny friend, and ny
commander above all else. | can't say

| understand everything that you are
doing, but | swore an oath to stand by
you and that nmeans | have to trust
you.

(beat)
That, and you' ve never given nme a
reason not to.

ALAN
| don't plan on starting today. Let's
go take down a bad guy.
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They grip hands in firmagreenent, pulling each other in with
a |l ook of affirmation.

EXT. SKY OVER LATVI A - DAY
The two F-15E s take off again.

VO CE ON RADI O

(G.S.)
Sorcerer, this is Noble Eagle. Take
angel s point five bearing zero-one-
five for 300 mles. Then turn to zero-
seven-zero toward the target.
Intercept after approximately 150
mles.

I NT. F-15E COCKPI T - DAY

ALAN
Roger. Sorcerer one and two at angels
poi nt five bearing zero-one-five.

NI CODEMUS
Roger .

The flight over the Baltic is uneventful.

The pl anes soar at breakneck speeds, but together they al nost
appear suspended in air.

ALAN
Nobl e Eagle, this is Sorcerer. Turning
to zero-seven-zero. Angels point five.

VO CE ON RADI O
(G S)
Roger .

The flight over the Russian countryside is quiet.

Al lied planes are everywhere, their air superiority is
undoubt edl y cl ear.

VO CE ON RADI O
(G.S.)
Sorcerer, this is Noble Eagle. You are
approaching the target.

ALAN
| have the vehicles in sight. Wich
vehicle is the target in?
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VO CE ON RADI O

(G S)
Unclear. You'll have to hit both.
ALAN

Roger. Targeting the | ead vehicle.

Alan hits the controls for the Hellfire mssiles, and his
head- up di splay shows targeting synbol ogy over the first of
the three vehicles in President Putin's notorcade.

ALAN
| have a lock. Three, two, one, rifle.

He fires. The m ssile streaks toward the notorcade and bl asts
the | ead vehicle to pieces. The second and third vehicle
pani ¢ stop and conme to rest on the highway.

ALAN
Com ng back around for the second.

VO CE ON RADI O
Sorcerer hold, we're getting static.
Movenment on the ground. M ssiles.
Engage i n evasi ve maneuveri ng.

ALAN
Roger, Nobl e Eagl e. Evasive maneuvers
engaged.

Alan pulls his plane up just as a ground m ssile whizzes
past .

VO CE ON RADI O
Conti nue evasion. Mssile on | ock.

ALAN
| can't shake it.

NI CODEMUS
Kenobi and | engaged, we can't get to
you Sorcerer, our own tails are
| ocked.

Just then an explosion to the rear of Al an's plane.

COBRA
You' re cl ear, Sorcerer.

ALAN
Cobra. Man, am 1 glad you put on that
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flight suit today.

COBRA
|"ve got your back chief. Go in for
the kill so we can get out of here!

EXT. H GHWAY I N RUSSI A - DAY

President Putin and sone bodyguards get out of the second
vehi cle, shouting indistinctly in Russian.

A bodyguard pops the trunk on the car and pulls out a
shoul der-nmounted m ssile |auncher. Putin runs behind one of
t he vehi cl es.

| NT. F-15E COCKPI T - DAY
Al an's screen shows the m ssile | auncher being set up.

ALAN
Not this tine.

Before the bodyguard can get a shot off, Al an guns the whole
area with a |long burst of 20MM rounds. The Russi an president,
hi s bodyguards, and the remaining vehicles are shot to pieces
in a hail of gunfire, wth the incendiary rounds al so
triggering a secondary expl osion of the shoul der-nounted

m ssil e | auncher.

Ni codenmus guns the area a second tine, ensuring no one is
left alive.

ALAN
That is a kill. Mssion freaking
acconpl i shed.

COBRA
Yeah!
NI CODEMUS
(G S.)
Good j ob, Judge.
ALAN
Thanks.
KENOBI
(G S)

You're one in a mllion.
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EXT. H GHWAY I N RUSSI A - DAY

No one is noving, and there are body parts strewn about the
remai ns of the three cars. The snoking cars are riddled with
| arge bullet holes and al so shrapnel fromthe mssile
expl osi on.

G vilians who cone upon the scene don't even bother trying to
hel p, due to the obvious futility of doing so.

I NT. F-15E COCKPI T - DAY

ALAN
Nobl e Eagle, this is Sorcerer. Target
destroyed. Returning to base.

VO CE ON RADI O
(0 S.)
Roger. Take angels two bearing two-
seven- zero.

The return to Latvia is sonber, the crews fly in silence.
| NT. RIGA AIR BASE - DAY
The crews exit their aircrafts.

The Secretary of Defense comes rushing up with an entourage
of worried soldiers.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
M. President?

ALAN
Wee' ve got to stop neeting like this,
M ke.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
|"msorry sir.

(beat)
First off, | wanted to say thanks. You
and your coll eagues have changed the

war .
Cobra approaches and stands besi de her comrander.
He pl aces a proud hand on her shoul der.

ALAN
No, M ke; we have changed the worl d.
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SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
| ndeed, sir. Qur NATO allies are going
to take the lead on the transitiona
government follow ng the dism ssal of
nmost of the Russian mnisters. There's
a lot of work left to do, but you and
the rest of Sorcerer did the key

pi ece.

ALAN
Now what's the real reason you're
her e?

The secretary hesitates.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
It's the capital, sir.

COBRA
We just took down the biggest threat
to world politics and you're saying
there are problens at honme?

ALAN
Easy Cobr a.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
It's the response to JFK. Wth you on
m ssion, the people have conpletely
lost it. They're protesting at the
capital steps. Things could get ugly,
we need to get you away from here.

ALAN
Not a chance. |'ve spent to nmuch tine
away from hone soil already. | need to

be on the ground here.

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
| really don't think-

ALAN

This is not up for discussion.
COBRA

| really wouldn't try arguing with

hi m

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
Very well sir...



ALAN
Now take ne to ny second. It's tine we
showed t he people why we brought M.
Kennedy back in the first place. It's
time to remnd themjust how great a
nation we can truly be together.

| NT. OVAL OFFI CE - DAY

Al an barges through the door,

st ep.

Hs teamis in line behind him Sam Cobra, Kenob

Ni codenmus, as well as the Secretary of State.

68.

renewed purpose behind every

and

Julio and JFK are standing by already in the office.

At the grand entrance,

turns to the crowd.

ALAN
| hear there's been sone trouble at
hone.

JFK
| hear there are congratulations in
order. A successful m ssion. Well
done, commander .

They shake hands.

Two inspired | eaders.

ALAN
Thank you. Wrds that sound |ike a
dream com ng from you.
(beat)
But it's tinme to wake up. Wat's goi ng
on?

JULI O
Ever since the press conference
announci ng JFK, shit has hit the fan
everywhere. Half the country is
outraged at the Russia strike and
believes it was all a part of your own
personal hit list, the other half
thinks it's end times because of the
ex-presidents resurrection, and the
ot her half are even nore upset only
because you didn't al so bring back

Julio stands at attention,

JFK cooly



Jackie O And nearly all of themare
under the inpression that you're
suffering fromnmental delusions and
that you have a God conpl ex or believe
yourself to be sone sort of divine
entity!

Cobra and Al an shoot each other a guilty | ook.
Julio catches it.

JULIl O
Wait- That |last part is total
insanity, right?

SAM
Why woul d peopl e be spreading a runor
i ke that, Al an?

COBRA
(com ng to his defense)
It's bogus. There's no reason, they're
just be grasping at straws!

ALAN

It's ok, Cobra.
(to the rest of the team
Where did the runor cone fronf

JULIl O
Sonme guy- Dan Lovel and. Ever since you
t ook over for Jameson, he's been
talking to every press outlet he can
get a second of airtine from and
telling themthat you think you've
been sent to the planet by God to save
us all. No one was paying himnuch
attention until you mracul ously
brought an ex-president back fromthe
dead.

ALAN
Lovel and.

SAM
You know hi nf??!

ALAN
Yes, | know him



COBRA
Al an, what are you not telling us?

ALAN
Lovel and is ny brother.

The group expresses their shock.

SAM
VWhat ?!

COBRA
Your brother?

ALAN
My adopted brother. W were close at
one tine. He was there for nme during-
(he hesitates with how nuch to
tell)
During a difficult tine.

SAM
Alan. W can't help you if we don't
know the truth. The full truth

COBRA
That' s not sonething you' ve ever
struggled with before.

ALAN
It's just- It wasn't all my story to
tell. I wanted to protect him

JULI O
He doesn't seemto want the sane thing
for you.

JFK

A great |eader nakes hard deci sions.
It's on us to trust when their
i ntentions are pure.

ALAN
Lovel and. He's not entirely wong.
He's the one telling the truth here.

Cobra puts an encouragi ng hand on Al an's shoul der.

ALAN ( CONTD)
| do believe that I"mhere with a
di vi ne purpose. |1've seen it playing

70.



out. Everything | heard fromthe voice
of God has cone to fruition

JULI O
Man... This is crazy.

JFK
There's not hing crazy about having
faith in something greater.

JULI O
But a m ssion from God?? That's taking
it alittle too far!

COBRA
Haven't you ever had a feeling that
you just can't explain? An intuition
that's proved true?

JULI O
Yea, but | don't hear voices in ny
head!

SAM
| don't care where the voices cone
from Qur president, you, Al an, you've
never | ead us astray.
(beat)
| trust you.

JULI O
Dam. And here | thought resurrecting
JFK woul d be the craziest thing 1'd
see inny lifetinme. Now we've got an
angel sent by God | eading the
country??

ALAN
No. I'mno angel. | just believe that
| was given a nmessage, that | was
directed down this path.

JULI O
And where do the directions say to go
from here?

ALAN
It doesn't work |ike that.

JULI O
O course not.

71.



72.

SAM
What do we do about Lovel and? He's got
t he whol e country up in arnms over
this. They're practically at the gates
of the White House. By tonight, the
whol e place could be swarmng with
protestors.

ALAN
W have to find a way to reach him |f
| could just talk to him face to
face, we mght be able to get him and
the rest of the crowd to back down.

FLASHBACK
| NT. CHURCH - DAY

A YOUNG LOVELAND (8) with dark, nmessy hair and gl asses,
kneel s at a pew, praying intensely.

A GROUP OF KIDS run by, two of the boys near the back go out
of their way to shove Lovel and as they pass.

He topples over, his prayers disturbed and gl asses crooked.

YOUNG LOVELAND
Hey!

YOUNG ALAN (O S.)
You have to stop letting them pick on
you.

Young Al an CGeorge (12) stoops over to pick up Lovel and's
bi bl e and hands it over.

YOUNG LOVELAND
God teaches us to |ove thy nei ghbor
and be good.

YOUNG ALAN
| didn't see any God telling them
that. You're such a weirdo.
(beat)
Conme on, let's go hone.

Lovel and clunsily picks hinself up and foll ows Al an out of
t he church.



